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 òHow is it with your soul?ó 

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were 

being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had 

all things in common;  45they would sell their possessions and goods 

and distribute the proceeds  to all, as any had need.  46Day by day, as 

they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous  hearts,  47praising God 

and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 

added to their number those who were being saved.  

 Fall is my favorite time of the year. To be fair, I really love mid 

October through Christmas as the cool weather arrives, leaves 

change, and many yearly celebrations take place. It seems to me that 

this time of year brings with it more opportunities to gather with 

family and friends. It also sets a rhythm for my family as our kids re-

turn to a new school year and the patterns and activities that come 

with that. It is also true for our faith life. Many folks for a variety of 

reasons have laid low from church through the heat of summer. Most 

churches scale back on activities that they have going on.   

 In the early days of the church, after Jesus returned to heaven 

and close to the day of Pentecost, the followers of Christ saw the im-

portance of being together to build one another up and to increase 

Godõs kingdom on earth. Acts 2 tells us they sold possessions and 

shared the proceeds. They gathered and òbroke bread at homeó with 

one another. They built community with others, and as they did this 

the number of those being saved grew and grew.   

This Fall at Grace church we have many opportunities to gather, to 

break bread, and to lift one another up. By the time you read this I 

will be having an annual conversation with our district superinten-

dent and the first question I will be answering is òHow is it with your 

souló? A historical question for the followers of John Wesley. Gather-

ing for events at Grace provides an important time for us to answer 

that question. I hope you will notice the activities of the next few 

months that provide holy space for us to gather. Join us for the com-

munity fellowship dinners in September and October. Join our 

monthly òLunch Bunchó on an outing to a local restaurant where we 

can be the church outside our building. Help with the birthday cele-

bration at Shore Health and Rehabilitation Services.   
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              Continued from previous page  

 

Fellowship with those who pack bags of food at the Food Bank on the first Friday of the month. If you 

do not have family plans for Thanksgiving participate in the Parksley Thanksgiving lunch. Come and 

experience Trunk or Treat at the town square.   

 There will be other new opportunities that emerge over the coming weeks. Get to know the com-

munity of Grace church on a deeper level as we seek to grow in faith. To make all of this happen we 

need you to help make it happen. We are seeking to expand the leadership of our congregation in a vari-

ety of ways. Each one of us, when we become members of the church pledges to support the church 

òThrough our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witnessó. To grow as disciples of Christ we need to 

live that out not just on Sundays but every day. I pray you will actively seek out these opportunities to 

connect with one another. Or if you feel like these would not work for you, suggest, and plan another 

opportunity. In these months may seek to lift each other up and grow in faith as we wrestle with òHow 

is it with your soul?ó. 

         Grace Upon Grace,  

         Pastor Bill  

THRIFT SHOP OPEN:  

Wednesday, October 4   

Saturday, October 7  

Wednesday, October 11  

Saturday, October 14  

 

                   9AMñ1PM  LeeMont Hall  

Last Thrift Shop of 2023!!  
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY RECAP  

by Lisa Lewis  

 Christmas in July was held at Grace from July 13 -15. This major event reached in-

to the community with a message of beauty, joy and happiness.   

 Starting in February, the Christmas in July committee spent hundreds of hours of 

planning and preparing which resulted in an event enjoyed by hundreds of people. The 

church and local not -for-profit organizations benefitted from the receipts which were ap-

proximately $10,000.  

 The Tables and Trees decorating contest in LeeMont Hall featured beautifully deco-

rated Christmas trees and tablescapes. Trees were furnished to decorators by Grace from 

those donated to the church over the past few months. Each Christmas tree was festively 

decorated with a theme determined by the organization or company represented. Judges 

for Tables and Trees were Nancy Russell, Debbie Holland, and Elizabeth Lankford. Judges 

were not aware of who decorated a tree or table nor which charity the decorator selected to 

receive a donation from Grace if the table or tree won a prize.   

 The Eastern Shore Literacy Council won Best Tree (under 7 feet). The Eastern Shore Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution won Best Tree (over 7 feet). Lori Ridington from The Carou-

sel Gift Shop at Riverside Shore Memorial Hospital won Best Table.   

 This year special recognition was given by the Christmas in July Committee to the person who 

best represented the Spirit of Christmas. This top award was given to Stacy Robbins for her kindness, 

sunny demeanor and generosity of remarkable talent.   

 The event also showcased vendors who set up crafts, antiques, and collectibles booths on the up-

per level of the Education Building. Grace sponsored  2nd Time Around where special items that had 

been donated to the church were sold.   

 Raffle tickets were sold for the 5õ square Christmas quilt made by Faye Foster and Martha Simp-

son.  Sarah Bingman won the raffle drawing.  

 Homemade chicken salad was made daily and sold by the pint. Baked goods were donated by vol-

unteers and the smell of fresh baked bread greeted all who came to the event. In addition to donating 

baked goods, Commonwealth Senior Living generously donated complimentary punch for attendees 

each day. Gary Reese provided truckloads of cut magnolia for the Sanctuary and LeeMont Hall.  

 The Grace Choir was joined by other voices for a performance each day. Led by Andrea Mason, 

with Kenny Lang on piano and organ, singers were Margie Byrd, Aaron Johnson, Kenny Greene, Wen-

dy Walker, Lou Bloxom, Carolyn Richardson, Kim Oshirak, Carrie McClung, John T. Williams, and Bill 

McClung. Soloists were Katlyn Sabatino, Buddy Pride, and Ruth Shrieves.  

 The Christmas in July Committee was comprised of Martha Simpson, Terry Taylor, Connie Tay-

lor, Ann Blake, Karon Eichelberger, Becky Bell, Jodie Greene, Joyce Green and Lisa Lewis.  

 Thanks to everyone who participated in any way. Thank you for baking, helping with chick-

en salad, decorating the sanctuary and throughout, working at the event, sharing information, moving 

furniture, selling tickets, making name tags and signs, and a host of other jobs.  

Each person who gave time and effort to any part of the event helped make it a success,    

 Thank you!  
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 Grace Church continues to help at the at the Foodbank. On 

July 7th we packed approximately 300 bags of food for distribution. Thanks to everyone who helped: 

Connie Taylor, Nancy Matthews, Karon Eichelberger, Aaron Johnson, Kenny Greene and Pastor Bill 

McClung.   

 On August 4 th  we packed approximately 370 bags of food for distribution. We had a lot of help 

this time, thanks to everyone who helped: Nancy Walker, Donette Smoot, Connie Taylor, Nancy Mat-

thews, Karon Eichelberger, Aaron Johnson, Don Foster, Shannon Yeager, Alex Yeager, Justiney 

Yeager, Rick Bull and Pastor Bill McClung. We were glad to see Nancy Walker and Donette Smoot as it 

was their first time helping and we appreciate their help.  

 The first Friday of each month at 10AM, Grace church provides help at the Foodbank in Onley, 

VA. Friday September 1 st will be the next time we are at the Foodbank. Please consider helping those in 

need. We are there about one to one and one -half hours and always have a good time.  Contact Johanna 

at the Church office or Bill Cheesman if you can help or come by the Foodbank at 10AM.  

GRACE HELPS AT FOODBANK  

By: Bill Cheesman  

 The Lunch Bunch will meet Thursday, September 14 at 10AM at 

Grace UMC to carpool to Ocean City for lunch. In October they will meet at 

noon, October 12 at Market St. Grill in Onancock.  

 Please call Martha Simpson at 757 -665-5840 if you are able to attend. 

The Lunch Bunch welcomes everyone at Grace and meets at a different res-

taurant on the second Thursday each month. Join us!  

 Come out to the Parksley town parking lot on Halloween night, Tuesday 

October 31, for Trunk or Treat from 5PM ñ7PM! Everyone is welcome to partici-

pate. Candy for everyone WITH costumes! Adults are encouraged to wear cos-

tumes and join in on the fun.  

We are asking for donations of bags of candy as there are hundreds of children 

that come out for the Parksley Trunk or Treat. You can bring the candy to the 

church Monday through Thursday 10AM ñ1PM. 

 Call  the church office at 757 -665-4783 if you would like to participate 

handing out candy or setting up!   

Happy Halloween!  
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